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vingians. St. Eemi had baptised Olovis, and so had
expelled Arianism from the kingdom of France. No-
thing could deepen so much the reverence for the Pope
throughout that part of France as his devout respect for
St. Eemi. The abbot Heriward had been summoned
on his allegiance to attend the royal array: the king
was obliged to dismiss him, when advanced some days'
march, to attend on his sacred functions.

The Pope came to Eheims: nothing could surpass
the pomp of the ceremonial for the consecration of the
church. It was the day of St. Eemi, the day
on which, in ordinary years, pilgrims crowded
from all quarters of the world to the shrine of the tute-
lary saint of France. It was a time singularly well
chosen for the papal visit. Such vast multitudes
thronged from all sides (at the council there were re-
presentatives of England, no doubt many English
among the zealous votaries) that the Pope was obliged
to address them from the roof of a house. The church
was with the utmost difficulty cleared for the perform-
ance of the ceremony; the pious spectators trampled
each other under foot. The Pope himself supported
for a time the chest or coffin which contained the ines-
timable bones of St. Eemi, during the long procession
which awed, delighted, prostrated in reverence and ele-
vated in pride as the possessors of such wonder-working
rdiques, the countless worshippers.

The consecration of the church was the preliminary
to a council summoned to meet at Eheims.
The council was not imposing for its numbers;
jt reckoned but twenty bishops, including the strangers,
and about fifty abbots; the rest were engaged in fol-
lowing the royal wars.   A strife for precedence arose
between the Metropolitans of Treves and of Eheims,